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A woman shows a sign saying ‘Please Help, Pregnant, Hungry and Homeless’ as she begs for money near Beverly Hills in Los Angeles. The government 
could easily provide housing and healthcare for everyone who needs it. 
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EDITORIAL 


PEOPLE'STRIBUNE 


A CRISIS OF 

THE SYSTEM ITSELF 


Many are calling the current eco¬ 
nomic crisis a second Great Depression. 
While there are the similarities that exist 
in all crises of capitalism, where the root 
of the crisis is the inability of the work¬ 
ers to buy back what they produced, 
there is one overriding qualitative differ¬ 
ence today. The depression 
of the early 20th century 
could be and was resolved 
within the capitalist sys¬ 
tem. It was followed by the 
greatest expansion of capi¬ 
tal and US dominance of 
the world. Today, with the 
vast use of labor-replacing 
technology in production, 
a permanent economy of 
overproduction has been 
created. The Great Depres¬ 
sion was a crisis within the 
capitalist system. Today 
it’s a crisis of the capitalist 
system itself. This quali¬ 
tative difference prevents 
the resolution of the cur¬ 
rent economic crisis with¬ 
in capitalism and sets the 
conditions for revolutionary change. 

It’s important to note why the eco¬ 
nomic crisis of the 1930s could be re¬ 
solved within the confines of capitalism. 
The dominant economic force in the 
world at the time of the Great Depression 
was Anglo-American imperialism, with 
the US as junior partner to Great Brit¬ 
ain. The effects of this economic crisis 
were staggering, especially in the north¬ 
ern industrialized cities of the U.S. and 
the industrialized centers of the world. 
Other areas were not pulled into the cri¬ 
sis at all. Most countries of Europe were 
engaged in agricultural production for 
their own internal markets. China was 
just escaping feudalism, and entire con¬ 
tinents like Africa and Latin America 
were totally undeveloped regions of the 
world. While these factors are not de¬ 


termining elements, they are the broad 
social context in which the world lived 
during the years of the Great Depression. 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s New 
Deal eased some of the harshest blows 
of the depression in the U.S., but con¬ 
trary to the mantra of many economists 


and social activists today, the New Deal 
did not pull capitalism out of the Great 
Depression. Massive industrial war pro¬ 
duction for World War II was the engine 
that restarted the economy and pulled 
the US and eventually the world out 
of the economic crisis. After the war, 
from the Marshall Plan, through the 
1970s, the world capitalist economy led 
by the U.S. underwent an unparalleled 
expansion, creating new markets by 
industrializing the economies of even 
the most remote regions of the world. 

We find ourselves in a qualitatively 
new social context today where there is 
one economy covering every corner of 
the globe, integrated into a worldwide 
system of finance, production, exchange 
and communication. The global shift of 
production to offshore low-wage areas 


of the world has created a global work¬ 
force of poor workers who compete 
with labor-replacing technology on a 
worldwide basis. Globalization has cre¬ 
ated a tremendous increase in world¬ 
wide production while it has simultane¬ 
ously thrown masses of workers around 
the globe into poverty. The 
vast majority of the global 
workforce is either jobless 
and therefore wage-less or 
making starvation wages. 
This growing class of dis¬ 
possessed is unable to buy 
the global abundance be¬ 
ing produced. The circuit of 
capital between the producer 
and the consumer has been 
severed and the global mar¬ 
ket has nowhere to expand. 

We have reached the 
stage in human develop¬ 
ment where the production 
of abundance without labor 
requires the social distribu¬ 
tion of that production with¬ 
out wages. The revolution 
in the production process is 
unleashing a revolution in social and po¬ 
litical relations. The governing capitalist 
class is grappling with how to replace an 
outmoded capitalist system with a new 
system that preserves their private prop¬ 
erty, power and privilege. A growing 
new class of dispossessed workers is be¬ 
coming aware that the government has a 
primary responsibility to provide for its 
people. Political conditions are rapidly 
maturing to enable a broader conscious 
understanding that public distribution 
of all social production based on human 
needs is the only solution for the future 
of humanity. With a vision of the pos¬ 
sible, and the spirit and political will to 
prevail, the people of the earth can shape 
the future and create a society worthy of 
our human race and our planet Earth. 


plTALISM 



Why Revolutionaries Need A Press 

From the Editors 

We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in 
history. People are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone’s control 
have set the stage for a new society to be built, but from this point on, how things turn out depends on what 
people think. This means that those of us who are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, 
a struggle to win the hearts and minds of the people. If we don’t raise the consciousness of the people and unite 
them around a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, then we’ll fail in our effort to build a just and 
free society. To win the battle of ideas, we need a press. 

Visit us on the web at www.peoplestribune.org 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions struggling 
for survival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their own 
experience. It is a tribune to bring them to¬ 
gether, to create a vision of a better world, 
and a strategy to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment as 
labor-replacing technology leads us on a 
path toward the decisive reconstruction of 
society. Who will win — the capitalists or 
the growing mass of poor — will depend 
on winning the hearts and minds of the 
people to create a society whose fruits 
benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 

PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE EDITORIAL POLICY: 

Articles that are unsigned, such as the cover 
story and editorials, reflect the views of the 
editorial board. Bylined articles reflect the 
views of the authors, and may or may not 
reflect the views of the editorial board. 

Deadlines for articles and art: The deadline 
for articles, photographs and other art is the 
first of each month for the issue that comes 
out at the beginning of the following month. 
For example, the deadline for the June is¬ 
sue is May 1. Articles should be as short as 
possible, and no longer than 600 words. We 
reserve the right to edit articles to conform 
to space limitations. 

People’s Tribune Editor: Bob Lee 

Editorial Staff: Cliff Bailey, Bob Brown, 
Shamako Noble, Nelson Peery, Sandra 
Reid, Julie Chang Schulman 

People’s Tribune, P.O. Box 3524, 

Chicago, Illinois, 60654 

e-mail: info@peoplestribune.org 

Phone: 773-486-3551 

Fax: 773-486-3552 

web: www.peoplestribune.org 

Publisher: People’s Tribune 
ISSN# 1081-4787 

Reach us at: 

Chicago 

773-486-3551 

Atlanta 

atlanta@peoplestribune.org 

Detroit 

313-438-6115 

Oakland 

oakland@peoplestribune.org 


2 PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE | APRIL 2009 www.peoplestribune.org 












COVER STORY 


THE CRISIS AND 

THE STRUGGLES TO COME 


Everyone in the world agrees that we 
are sliding into crisis. The agreements 
end there. The estimate of individuals 
and organizations of just what this crisis 
is and its significance is the foundation 
for the emergence of many scattered 
programs and groups, a process that 
always signifies the beginnings of so¬ 
cial response to crisis and change. Only 
through clarity can the movement orient 
itself to meet the difficult days ahead. 

Crisis is the ending of something 
and the beginning of something new. 
Changes in social history are seldom 



Faith In Community rally in Fresno. 
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The 

People’s 
Tribune 
Needs Your 
Donations! 


The People’s Tribune needs 
your financial help to go on be¬ 
ing a voice of the people. We need 
to raise an additional $1000 each 
month. The People’s Tribune 
brings the stories of those who 
are struggling to move forward in 
a world where corporate power is 
threatening to crush them. Along 
with those stories, we try to of¬ 
fer some strategic perspective to 
help put the struggle in context 
and point the way toward vic¬ 
tory. Please donate whatever you 
can. See the subscription/donation 
form on the right. You can also do¬ 
nate using Pay Pal on our web site, 
www.peoplestribune.org. 

People’s Tribune 
Editorial Board 



This homeless encampment in downtown Fresno includes tents, semi-per- 
manent structures, and some houses with foundations, framed walls, and 
pitched roofs. There are several other encampments in downtown Fresno. 
Fresno’s homeless and supporters are part of a growing movement for the 
government to provide homes. 
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done by a vote or the stroke of a pen. 
They are often violent and painful. 
The tendency of the old to fight for its 
existence and the birth pangs of the 
new are expressed as social struggle. 

The shift from agrarian to industrial 
capitalism in the United States took the 
form of the Civil War. It took the Great 
Depression and all its social stmggles 
to establish the domination of interna¬ 
tional over national financial capital. 
The shifting from direct to neo-colo- 
nialism took the form of WWII with 
all its destruction, suffering and death. 

We are again at the verge of some¬ 
thing big, new and dangerous. Over 
the centuries, capitalism has developed 
through various stages as the technolo¬ 
gy for producing things advanced. The 
advent of labor-replacing electronic 
technology over the past 50 years or so 
has allowed for the development of in¬ 
tegrated world production and a global 
market. It also gave rise to a new form 
of financial capital based on interna¬ 
tional speculation rather than produc¬ 
tion. This new form of capital has come 
to dominate world exchange. This was 
inevitable as the value in commodities 
(based on human labor) was debased by 
automation and prices were set by what 
the market could bear. The result was 
that a vast amount of money was accu¬ 
mulated by the ruling class that could 
not be profitably invested in production, 
and so it was invested in speculation. 

A market is more than a need for 
goods and services. It must be effec¬ 
tive - it must have the money to pay. 
Given the productive capacity of the 
major countries, the market could not 
expand as fast as production. The Rea¬ 
gan administration attempted to expand 


the market internally by privatization 
of all public functions. That has run out 
of steam. There is no place left for the 
market to expand, and crisis is upon us. 

Since the world is economically in¬ 
tegrated, the entire world will become 
unstable as change progresses. Every 
sector of society will begin to polarize. 
Capitalists will fight capitalists. Work¬ 
ers will fight workers. This vast instabil¬ 
ity gives the revolutionaries an oppor¬ 
tunity to move against an international 
ruling class that is so powerful there is 
no possibility of unseating them under 
any other circumstance. First the revo¬ 
lutionaries must have clarity as to what 
they are fighting and what are the pos¬ 


sibilities. We can say that the financial 
stage of capitalism is over, and then it 
is necessary for the revolutionaries to 
look for indications of how this crisis 
will end and what can emerge from it. 

It is already clear that at least a sec¬ 
tion of the ruling class is struggling to 
form some kind of nationalized capi¬ 
talism. We can be sure that the free¬ 
wheeling sector of finance - created 
by electronics - will not quietly submit 
to this kind of control. We are heading 
into a critical social struggle and a class 
struggle for political power will emerge 
within it. The working class will be 
pulled together on a political basis with 
a new section of the class - the dispos¬ 
sessed, whose jobs have been wiped out 
by electronics - playing a leading role. 
One of the key tasks of revolutionaries 
at this moment in history is to teach the 
dispossessed about the central role they 
have to play in the struggles to come. 


People’s Tribune leaps into the future: be a part of it. 

The PT has a chance to make its website more interactive! 

We must raise $1 □□□ to make this happen. 

Send donations to PT, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654 
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Needing Health Insurance 
and Having a Mild Disability 


By John “Hai” Knapp 

My personal opinion is that we need 
to go to a single-payer national medical 
insurance system, like HR 676. Doing 
nothing sure isn’t the answer. This may 
not instantly cure the problem where 
insurance companies do not want to 
cover therapies for children with au¬ 


tism, but it will be a giant step from 
where we are now, with all healthcare 
needs, including needs of those chal¬ 
lenged with autism and their families. 

Due to a mild disability, I had a 
strong taste of what it is like to be stuck 
in the middle. I should be able to work 
and obtain healthcare, and am too well 
off to qualify for Medicaid, but I have 


found it a nightmare to compete in the 
recession-narrowed job market to find 
a job that pays a living wage and has 
health insurance benefits. I am chal¬ 
lenged by Aspergers Syndrome, which 
is a common form of autism. It does 
not mean I cannot work, but I have 
limitations that make it incredibly hard 
to obtain a living wage job that car¬ 
ries health insurance benefits. This 
should be an extremely strong warrant 
to rethink our current system of con¬ 
necting health insurance to the job. 

I understand that employers need 
someone who can do the job for them; 
but are we going to hang health insur¬ 
ance on employment and cut people off 
of health insurance whom employers do 
not find of value? I’m not talking about 
“I want a Rolls Royce,” “I want a nice 
big house,” “I want a plasma TV.” I’m 
talking about health insurance, an ab¬ 
solute necessity. People can’t help hav¬ 
ing disabilities (mild or severe). People 
can’t help having a skin color that is dif¬ 
ferent from the majority. People can’t 
choose where they have been bom. 

I have long had a concern about fam¬ 
ilies with an autistic child. Often private 
insurance will not cover the therapies 
needed by the child. They even use ex¬ 
cuses like “experimental” or “the child 
is hopeless, we won’t pay for thera¬ 
pies.” Failure to obtain therapies on a 
timely basis may profoundly affect the 


child for the rest of his life. The thera¬ 
pies are extremely important. Some 
things are not meant to be a business, 
including our lives. Okay, keep mak¬ 
ing a business of our lives, but at least 
stop making a business out of the life 
of a child. For our economy, it can even 
make the difference between the child 
becoming able to earn a gainful living 
or becoming institutionalized, and hav¬ 
ing to live the rest of his/her life in an 
assisted living situation, paid for by 
our taxes. I am not saying that failure 
to address the needs of autistic chil¬ 
dren is the only thing wrong with our 
privatized health insurance industries. 

You have heard the saying from “The 
United Negro College Fund” 4 A mind is 
a terrible thing to waste!’ Almost ev¬ 
erybody that was a genius in our history 
had some amount of autism. An autis¬ 
tic mind may also be a terrible thing 
to waste; we could be throwing away 
valuable resources by failing to treat 
children challenged with autism. We 
could be throwing away a future Ein¬ 
stein, Thomas Edison, Isaac Newton, 
Nicola Tesla, or Robert Moog. Even if 
they don’t become a valuable resource, 
please consider this: they are still hu¬ 
man beings and they deserve to be 
treated right by our society. This means 
that they should receive the therapies 
they need regardless of whether the par¬ 
ents can afford to pay for them or not. 



Healthcare protest, Washington, D.C. Editor’s note: States are cutting pro¬ 
grams that help parents defray healthcare costs for their autistic or disabled 
children. Families are going bankrupt. All of children’s disabilities would 
be covered under single-payer healthcare. Advocates are asking, “Can we 
live in a society that could be so heartless to disabled children...is this the 
society we want?” 
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WORK FOR THE ‘NEW CREATION!’ 

Methodist leaders call crisis an opportunity to build a world of justice and equality 


By Dave Ransom 

The United Methodist Church is 
urging its members to embrace the 
economic crisis with “expectancy and 
hope” — and to seize on it as an op¬ 
portunity “to work for the New Cre¬ 
ation” based on justice and equality. 

“The global financial crisis is bring¬ 
ing hardship and suffering to people in 
every part of the world,” the three key 
officials of the church wrote in a state¬ 
ment released in early March. “In addi¬ 
tion, the crisis is generating increasing 
global unrest and violence, creating even 
more misery and an insecure world.” 

The crisis is a “prophetic remind¬ 
er” that we live in an interconnected 
worldwide community, they wrote. 

“We are no more secure than the 
most vulnerable, no more prosper¬ 
ous than the poorest, and no more as¬ 
sured of justice and dignity than those 


who live in the shadow of power, void 
of fairness and equity,” they said. 

But, especially in fearful and dan¬ 
gerous days, “we followers of Jesus 
are called to live in hope and in the as¬ 
surance that God is present with us.” 

With that in mind, Methodists are 
engaging in a broad internal discussion 
about ways to “rethink church.” The 
commandment, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,” requires both an 
individual and a collective response, 
congregation by congregation, they said. 

And they urged Methodists to “em¬ 
brace life with hope, expectancy, and the 
assurance that God through Christ Jesus 
is calling us to prepare our hearts, minds, 
and hands to work for the New Creation.” 

To read the full statement, google: 
(< United Methodist Leaders Call 
for Hope in Economic Crisis. ” 



Becci Monge, recently laid off from Caterpillar Corp., volunteers with a new 
ministry at First Peoria United Methodist Church that assists the area’s 
unemployed. 
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DEFEND HUMAN RIGHTS! 

Will Arizona’s shackled immigrants represent our future or our past? 



More than 200 shackled “illegals” were paraded through the streets of 
Phoenix clad in striped prison garb laced with pink underwear before report¬ 
ers by Phoenix-area Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio. 


From the Editors 


Stripped of their dignity, more than 
200 shackled “illegals” were recently 
paraded through the streets of Phoenix 
to a line of tents surrounded by high- 
voltage electric fences reminiscent of 
the Nazi prison camps of World War II. 

Clad in striped prison garb laced 
with pink underwear, the Latino men 
were being shamed before a bat¬ 
tery of reporters and cameras person¬ 
ally invited by Phoenix-area Mari¬ 
copa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio. 

This is how Sheriff Arpaio and his 
ilk want the rest of America to view 
and to treat undocumented workers. 

And this — or worse — is how 
things will turn out for all of us, if 
we do not stand up for our broth¬ 
ers and sisters, if we don’t join in op¬ 
posing acts such as Arpaio’s and de¬ 
fend what we know is right and just. 

Whatever happened to the U.S. 
that we read about in our history 
books — the U.S. of the Statue of Lib¬ 
erty, on which is written, “Give me 
your tired, your poor, your huddled 
masses yearning to breathe free?” 

Instead of that welcome, today ICE 
(Immigration and Customs Enforce¬ 
ment) maintains 350 detention facilities 
stretching across the country. That’s up 
from 273 facilities just two years ago 
— and more are on the drawing board. 

Arpaio’s trampling on rights and his 


scapegoating of immigrants serve a deep¬ 
er purpose—to polarize people and push 
policies towards a fascist, police-state 
solution to the great economic and so¬ 
cial crisis now clearly confronting us all. 

The actions of people like Arpaio 
create an atmosphere that promotes vig- 
ilanteism, like deputizing Minutemen 
to conduct searches for people without 
papers in Latino neighborhoods. It also 
encourages racially motivated attacks 
such as the murders of Latinos, now 
occurring regularly across the country. 
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Now former Arizona governor Ja¬ 
net Napolitano — beholden to Arpaio 
for her gubernatorial election win — is 
President Obama’s newly appointed 
secretary of Homeland Security. Na¬ 
politano has already called for expand¬ 
ing the 287(g) agreements in which 
local police departments around the 
country collaborate with ICE to arrest 
and jail undocumented immigrants. So 
far, Napolitano has said nothing about 
Arpaio and his frightening parade. 

And in the first raid of the Obama ad¬ 


ministration, ICE has arrested 28 facto¬ 
ry workers in Washington state (though 
Napolitano told Congress she was un¬ 
aware of the raid before it happened 
and that she had ordered a review). 

The battle is on for the hearts and 
minds of America. No undocumented 
immigrants ever foreclosed on Ameri¬ 
can workers’ homes or caused a fac¬ 
tory to close. Immigrants as a whole 
have paid much more in taxes than they 
have received in services. And they 
have been among the most affected by 
home foreclosures and factory closings. 

In fact, the same corporations and 
monied interests that have forced im¬ 
migrants to flee deepening poverty 
and hunger through unfair trade agree¬ 
ments such as NAFTA and CAFTA 
have bankrupted the U.S., defrauded 
Americans, and lined their pockets with 
the money extracted from all of us. 

The corporations want to get a large 
section of the people to support eliminat¬ 
ing the civil liberties of immigrants, and 
in the process eliminate everyone’s rights. 

There is no such thing as an “ille¬ 
gal” worker. By globalizing produc¬ 
tion, the corporations globalize the 
working class. This issue is not simply 
a fight for immigrant rights, as impor¬ 
tant as that is. It is a fight for the hu¬ 
man rights of every person on this earth. 

Editors note: A version of this 
editorial appeared in our sis¬ 
ter paper, the Tribuno del Pueblo. 


VISION 

And the Fight for a New Society 



Fourth grade students in the computer lab at a Detroit 
Public School. What is our vision of education in the 
age of electronic technology? 
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Dear Readers, 

The People’s Tribune launched a 
“Vision and the Fight for a New World” 
column in 2005. We encourage more 
readers to contribute to the column. To¬ 
ward that end, we would like to discuss 
the importance of vision to revolution 
and also the importance of this column. 

Vision plays a critical role in periods 
of epochal change. Without clarity of 
vision, a tyrant can take a people down 
any path. As the saying goes, “without 
a vision, the people will perish.” Amer¬ 
ica needs a clear vision, now more than 
ever. 

Visions are based on what the real 
world makes possible. Dreams are based 
on what a person hopes or longs for, but 
are usually difficult to attain as they are 
far removed from present conditions. 
Visions can be implemented. Today, 
the age-old vision of a new cooperative 
world is finally possible. 

Here’s why. Today, the economy is 


changing society fundamentally as new 
means of production — robots and com¬ 
puters — permanently replace millions 
of workers. These marvelous new tools 
— if owned by the people rather than by 
those who use them to make profit — 
could make a world of plenty for all re¬ 
alizable. For example, the millions who 
are today without food, homes and health 
care at a time when more than enough 
is being produced, could all have their 
needs met overnight in a society where 
the privately owned property of the gi¬ 
ant corporations is made public. 

Yes, society is in transition. The 
question is will the technology be used 
to develop a high-tech society based on 
the private property of the billionaires 
while millions wander the streets forag¬ 
ing for food? Or will the new technol¬ 
ogy be used to create a world of love 
and peace where everyone’s needs are 
met? The answer depends on the vision 
that Americans hear and rally around. 

The purpose of the “Vision for a 


New World” column 
is to provide a place 
for revolutionaries to 
debate vision based 
on the new material 
conditions. In a high- 
tech world, there are 
no models. What 
would society look 
like where money is 
no longer the means 
of circulation? What 
would education 
look like in a high- 
tech world? How 
would people be fed 
and housed? How 
would quality health 
care be distributed? 

How would every¬ 
one contribute his or 
her talents and skills in a society without 
paid “work” in the old sense? These are 
just a few topics. 


Send your articles to the People’s 
Tribune at info@peoplestribune. org/ 
Or write to: People’s Tribune, PO. Box 
3524, Chicago, IL 60654 
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VOICES FROM THE RUSTBELT 

The crisis in the once heavily industrialized cities and towns in the midwest — now called the Rust Belt — are a harbinger 
of the future. The struggles unfolding in this part of the country hold lessons for everyone. The People’s Tribune devotes 
monthly pages to the Rust Belt. Send your story to People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 


Two Year Anniversary of Maytag Plant Closing in Herrin, Illinois 


Man-Tra-Con — The 

By RYK 


December marks the two year an¬ 
niversary of the closing of the Maytag 
plant in Herrin, Illinois. As Whirlpool 
stripped the plant, they left saying that 
they didn’t want another washer/dryer 
plant moving into the building. 

With an empty building left behind 
and 1000 workers jobless, Man-Tra- 
Con, a non-profit state agency, began 
operations to help the workers change 
their careers and to give false hope to a 
community that had been devastated by 
this loss. 

They immediately recruited four 
workers to help with their planning 
stages and the weeding out those who 
didn’t qualify. Tests were given and 
stipulations were handed down and rules 
made up as they went along, giving the 
appearance that they were going to give 
everybody an even break. 

Following the rules to a T fell into the 
most important category, or you would 
be left behind. Everyone had their own 
thoughts about what the future held for 
them but Man-Tra-Con had rules and 
there was no way of getting around 


them. They were given a budget to work 
with and at first they went gung-ho, giv¬ 
ing the students everything they needed 
to get through school. They wanted the 
community to know that they were go¬ 
ing to be there to help them through this 
transition and they wanted it to go as 
smoothly as possible. 

Man-Tra-Con built a rope bridge, 
which wasn’t too stable, and 80% start¬ 
ed across, not knowing where the bridge 
would lead or how safe it was or what 
would happen once they got to the other 
side. Some of those that started across 
the bridge found it to be too rickety and 
got off. Those that stuck it out and tried 
to better themselves are now coming to 
the end of the bridge and finding a bar¬ 
ren wasteland with no jobs in the area. 

With the economy as it is and more 
and more jobs leaving the area, a few 
have left the area in search for jobs else¬ 
where. This can be seen as you drive 
down the side streets of this once boom¬ 
ing town — instead of flags blowing 
in the wind, there are “for sale” signs 
clanging with the wind. 

Now the bridge has been weakened 
as each one passes over it, leaving it un- 


Bridge to 

stable for those left behind, leaving their 
fate unknown. The few jobs that are left 
are minimum wage jobs and there is 
not enough of them to 
go around. Some are 
finding jobs in the area 
as Man-Tra-Con has 
told them to find a job 
by December, or they 
will be cut off. Others 
are being left out in 
the cold not knowing 
where or when they 
will find a job. 

Yet Man-Tra-Con 
keeps prospering, with 
awards and recogni¬ 
tion for their leaders 
for a job well done, 
having justified to the 
public what a great job 
they are doing. They sit 
back in their luxurious, 
rented buildings, raking in the money 
from the state and living the good life, 
leaving hopes and dreams unfulfilled 
and questions left unanswered. Are they 
here to prey upon the misfortune of oth¬ 
ers and guide them across a bridge that 


Nowhere 

leads to nowhere and give false hope to 
a dying community, all to justify their 
existence? They came, they built a rag- 
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gedy bridge and now they are tearing it 
down and building a bridge elsewhere 
for other employees that are being left in 
the cold. What will be in store for them, 
the same as the Maytag workers or will 
they be left to their own fate???????? 



Maytag left 1000 workers jobless. Whirlpool didn’t 
want another washer/dryer plant moving into the 
building. Man-Tra-Con moved in supposedly to help 
workers change careers, but gave false hope to a 
community. 


Eli Broad Sinks His Fangs Into Detroit's Schools 


By Jack Gerson 

Detroit shows how corporations treat 
cities when they are no longer profit¬ 
able. The city is ground zero for the next 
phase of Rust Belt disintegration and 
urban collapse. What better place to 
impose the corporate agenda for public 
schools? Enter Robert Bobb, minion of 
Eli Broad — the billionaire philanthro- 
preneur of public school privatization. 

Detroit Public School’s indebtedness 
has been the excuse for a state takeover. 
Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm 
has appointed an “emergency financial 
manager” with total financial control of 
DPS. This scenario is strikingly similar 
to the takeover of Oakland, California’s 
public schools in 2003. 

DPS’s new Emergency Financial 
Manager is Robert Bobb, former Oak¬ 
land City Manager who went through 
the Broad Superintendents Academy 
training three years ago. Bobb signed 
a one-year contract for $260,000 plus 
$84,000 in relocation expenses. Eli 
Broad’s foundation is paying $28,000 
of Bobb’s compensation, and Broad is 


pressing other foundations to kick in an¬ 
other $56,000. 

Bobb has already made clear that 
he’s in Detroit to cut, slash, downsize 
and outsource. He’s already approved 
the closing of 18 schools, and says there 
are more to come. The March 13 De¬ 
troit News says Bobb announced plans 
for layoffs, “merit” pay, and weakening 
teacher seniority, and quotes him as say¬ 
ing “everything is fair game, including 
privatization.” 

The leading exponent of corporate 
control of public schools is Los Angeles 
billionaire Eli Broad. Working through 
his Broad Foundation and via alliances 
with Bill Gates and others, Broad allies 
control of many of the country’s largest 
urban school districts, including Wash¬ 
ington DC, New York, New Orleans and 
Oakland. Oakland and Detroit reveal the 
Broad “business model” for urban pub¬ 
lic schools: 

• Grossly underfund inner city schools, 
forcing school districts into debt. 

• Use the debt as an excuse to take 
schools over, disenfranchising the public by 
stripping the school board of power. 


• Impose a state-appointed officer with 
absolute, dictatorial control over finances. 

• Downsize: Close schools, eliminate 
electives, lay off teachers and staff, impose 
teach to the test, scripted learning, base 
teacher pay on student test score results. 

• Bring on charter schools, outsource 
services, consulting, etc. Bring in outside 
(< coaches ”, software and hardware vendors, 
etc., running the district into more debt. 

• Close more schools ... 

Under Broad’s three handpicked 
state administrators in Oakland — all 
Broad graduates — OUSD public 
school enrollment dropped 30%. Mean¬ 
while, charter school enrollment soared. 
20% of Oakland students now attend 
charter schools, the highest proportion 
per capita of any urban school district in 
California. The state-appointed admin¬ 
istrators nearly doubled the city’s debt 
to the state! 

When Broad says schools are fail¬ 
ing, he demands they be shut down. But 
this is the very opposite of what’s being 
done with corporations isn’t it? When 
they’re failing, the government steps in 
and bails them out—with our money. 


The grossest example of this is AIG, 
the insurance giant that has already been 
given $170 billion of bailout money, 
and is likely to need $100 billion more. 
And who has long been one of the most 
powerful forces behind AIG? Eli Broad, 
founder and CEO of AIG Retirement. 
Eli Broad—who, as of last June owned 
27 million shares of AIG.. 

Giant banks and insurance com¬ 
panies get bailed out because they’re 
“too big to fail?” Truly, privatization of 
profit, socialization of loss. Meanwhile, 
public education is cut, hammered and 
wrecked by corporate advocates of a 
“bottom line” business model that they 
won’t apply to themselves and their 
businesses. This is hypocrisy in motion. 

These priorities are upside down. We 
need to organize and fight to turn them 
right side up again. We need public con¬ 
trol of public education, not billionaires 
using their wealth to disenfranchise the 
public and dictate policy. 

Jack Gerson teaches math at an in¬ 
ner city high school in Oakland, CA 
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Skid Row Residents 

Call on President and Attorney General 
to Investigate LA's Safer Cities Policing 


By General Dogon 

for the Los Angeles Community 

Action Network (LA CAN) 

LOS ANGELES—After 19,000 ar¬ 
rests and 24,000 tickets, Skid Row resi¬ 
dents are fed up and ready to fight back. 
In September 2006, Mayor Antonio Vil- 
laraigosa and City Attorney Rocky Del¬ 
gadillo launched the Safer Cities Initia¬ 
tive (SCI) program, which brought about 
110 new police officers to Skid Row. 
The Mayor and Chief William Bratton 
said that the officers would only be fo¬ 
cusing on the outside criminal element 
that comes into Skid Row to prey on the 
most vulnerable, that they wouldn’t be 
targeting homeless and other poor com¬ 
munity residents. 

LA CAN’s community watch team 
has been on the case from the very be¬ 
ginning. At the first Safer Cities meet¬ 
ing, we predicted that the officers would 
be doing exactly what the Mayor and 
Chief said they wouldn’t be doing, and 
that’s exactly what happened. From day 
one, they have totally criminalized this 
community. 


We did outreach with ACLU to get 
a federal injunction on Central Divi¬ 
sion officers to forbid them from doing 
certain stops and searches, and we also 
helped to get a temporary street ordi¬ 
nance passed that allowed the homeless 
to sleep on the streets at night from 9 
p.m. to 6 a.m. The officers came right 
behind us violating their own agree¬ 
ments and injunctions. Even when the 
federal court tells them to cease their ac¬ 
tions, they just don’t give a damn. Their 
minds are set on attacking black and 
brown residents downtown. 

We met with the Police Commis¬ 
sioners and the Mayor’s office; we have 
spoken out at City Council; we have 
gone to SCI meetings around Skid Row; 
and after 2 years of SCI policing the 
community had a six-hour meeting with 
the LAPD Commissioners where strong 
evidence was presented showing that 
SCI policing is racist policing, and is 
directed at displacing low-income resi¬ 
dents and criminalizing the homeless, 
folks with severe mental disabilities and 
those in addiction. The Commissioners 
didn’t even give us a response; they just 


got up and walked out without saying a 
word. 

We can’t depend on the City to give 
us back our civil rights, because they’re 
the one’s who are leading the charge 
to take them away. Today starts a new 
beginning for the people. Today we 
FIGHT BACK. 

On March 11, L. A. CAN and its 
members, Homeless Health Care LA, 
SAJE, the performance group LA Pov¬ 
erty Dept, Lamp Community, Southern 
California Library, Bus Riders Union, 
Hunger Action LA, National Lawyers 
Guild, legal aid lawyers, and many oth¬ 
er supporters filled two busloads going 
to the Westwood Federal Building. We 
filed a federal complaint demanding an 
investigation of the brutality and other il¬ 
legal acts under the SCI and the removal 
of the 110 extra officers from Skid Row. 
We are calling on President Obama and 
Attorney General Eric holder to step in 
and investigate the corruption, beatings, 
shootings, and bias complaint system, 
all coming out of LAPD Central Divi¬ 
sion. 

And if we can’t get justice from the 


Skid Row residents and supporters protest L.A.’s Safer Cities Initiative 
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feds than we plan to take the struggle all 
the way to the United Nations. The U.N. 
Rapporteur visited LA CAN’s office this 
past summer and took a full report about 
everything that’s going on with the po¬ 
lice on Skid Row. So our next step will 
be to file human and civil rights viola¬ 
tions with the United Nations. 

We are also calling on people to come 
join us and get involved. Dozens of LA 
CAN members have been trained to 
monitor and intervene in illegal LAPD 
activities, and dozens more actively re¬ 
sist the policing on a daily basis. Once 
the government starts taking civil rights 
away from one person, you can believe 
your rights will be next. We also need 
people to contact Attorney General Eric 
Holder and let him know that it’s the 
government’s responsibility to ensure 
that there is justice. 

Equality and liberty for everyone... 
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE. 

Contact LA CAN at 213-228-0024 to 
get involved. 
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‘It’s Time for the Dept, of Justice to Intervene’ 


Editor’s note: The following is from 
a speech by Veronica Doleman given at 
the LA CAN action at the Federal Build¬ 
ing in Los Angeles on March 10, 2009. 

Good Afternoon. I’m Veronica Dole- 
man. I’ve lived in the Skid Row com¬ 
munity for the past four years. I am a 
member of the Los Angeles Community 
Action Network and a U.S. Veteran. 

Today, LA CAN is bringing a civil 
rights complaint to the Department of 
Justice. We are demanding an investiga¬ 
tion of widespread color of law abuses 
by the Los Angeles Police Department 
and specifically its Safer Cities Initiative 


in Downtown Los Angeles/Skid Row. 

For the past two and a half years, LA 
CAN and other organizations have done 
everything we could to ensure that the 
Los Angeles Police Department stopped 
illegal and/or unfair practices in our 
community. We have filed misconduct 
complaints, testified to the LA Police 
Commission, protested in the streets 
and City Hall, met with the Mayor’s of¬ 
fice, filed and WON lawsuits. Yet, there 
has been no concrete response from the 
Chief or Mayor Villaraigosa and the ma¬ 
jority of civil rights violations continue 
against us every day. It is time for the 
Department of Justice to intervene. 


This complaint includes evidence 
of racial profiling, police abuse and 
violence, unequal protection, and dis¬ 
crimination based on race and disability. 
Most importantly, we outline the retali¬ 
ation and hostility that those of us who 
dare to speak out against the illegal and 
racist policing have been forced to en¬ 
dure. Threats, degradation, harassment, 
lies, and arrests of those documenting 
the human and civil rights violations. 
LAPD has clearly abused their authority 
- using the cover of their badge and gun 
to try and silence us, our criticism, and 
demands for justice. 

I, as a veteran, and many more who 


live in skid row, had to fight for our lives 
in Viet Nam for our country. Why do we 
have to fight for our civil rights in our 
community. 

But we are not afraid. We will con¬ 
tinue to raise our voices and we expect 
the new Administration to respond. We 
call on Attorney General Holder to bring 
real JUSTICE back into the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice and into the Skid Row 
Community. We demand that President 
Obama keep his promises of bringing 
change and a new era of responsibility. 
Today is the day. The time is now. 
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Earth Day, 
2009: Save 
Humanity! 
Take Over the 
Corporations 

The problem of global warm¬ 
ing is so mammoth and entangled 
with capitalism, that it cannot be 
solved by individual action alone, 
nor by corporate America. It can 
only be solved by addressing who 
rules the planet. For example, we 
must achieve a rapid move away 
from fossil fuels. However, the 
huge energy consortiums have 
trillions of dollars invested in a 
global profit-driven fossil fuel 
based infrastructure. They can¬ 
not and will not shift in a big way 
to safe energy sources unless it 
becomes profitable. 

Only the masses of people 
can force the change that is so 
urgently needed, and, in so doing, 
save humanity and the Earth. Our 
choice is the power of the corpo¬ 
rations over society — and the 
possible end of civilization — or 
society takes over the corpora¬ 
tions and creates a cooperative 
world in the interests of the vast 
majority. — The Editors 

EARTH DAY IS APRIL 22 
Call 800-691-6888 to order 
People’s Tribunes to distribute. 



World Water Day March of over 1500 people in Los Angeles. The struggle 
for water is a practical, life or death question. Over 1.1 Billion people in the 
world do not have access to clean water. Protests took place in countries 
around the world. 

PHOTO/JOE LINTON LACREEKFREAK.WORDPRESS.COM 


REMEMBER DETROIT’S WATER PETITION DRIVE! 

Over 45,000 Detroiters have been without water. Remember Detroiters: Sign 
the petition to put the Water Affordability Plan on the Ballot. You can pick up 
a petition at MWR, 23 East Adams, Detroit, 313-964-0168. 


“THE WATER FRONT” is the story of an American city 
in crisis. Highland Park, Michigan—the birthplace of 
Henry Ford’s assembly line—is now on the verge of 
financial collapse. “The Water Front” follows an emo¬ 
tional grassroots campaign, and the challenges people 
around the world are facing: How will we maintain our 
public water systems? What are alternatives to priva¬ 
tization? To purchase the film or to host a screening, 
visit bullfrogfilms.com/catalog/water.html. For speak¬ 
ers call 800-691-6888 or email 
info@speakers for a new America.com 



Liz Miller 

Filmmaker 

The Water Front 


Los Angeles 

WORLD 
WATER DAY 
MARCH 


By Renee Maas, L.A. Water Pro¬ 
gram Organizer, Food and Water 
Watch 

On March 22, World Water Day, over 
1,500 people marched in Los Angeles 
to support water as a human right and to 
highlight the role that water plays in the 
environment, our lives and the planet. 
The path of the march was three miles 
long, the average length that millions of 
people around the world have to walk 
to access water each day. 

“At a time when 1.1 billion people 
do not have access to clean water, the 
management of world water resources 
is more crucial than ever,” said Re¬ 
nee Maas, water program organizer 
for Food & Water Watch and one of 
the principle organizers of the march. 
“Here in Los Angeles, we can do our 
part to quell the world water crisis by 
adopting responsible water manage¬ 
ment strategies that focus on conserva¬ 
tion. Globally, we can join forces to 
encourage the United Nations to recog¬ 
nize water as a universal human right.” 

In keeping with the environmental 
focus of the event, the march was also 
bottled water-free. Instead of water 
from wasteful plastic bottles, partici¬ 
pants quenched their thirst with tap wa¬ 
ter provided by the Los Angeles Depart¬ 
ment of Water and Power, conveniently 
held in reusable water containers. 


‘DAILY RED MEAT RAISES 
CHANCE OF DYING EARLY’ 

From the People s Tribune Science Desk 

With this front-page headline, the Washington Post 
reported the results of a 10-year study conducted by 
the National Cancer Institute of the U.S, National 
Institutes of Health (NIH). The study followed more 
than 500,000 middle-aged and elderly Americans and 
found that eating four ounces of red meat a day (a 
small hamburger) increased your chances of dying, 
especially from cancer and heart disease. The study 
was run in an exacting and well-organized manner 
and the data, published in the Archives of Internal 
Medicine , demonstrate that there is a clear health risk 
associated with the daily consumption of red meat. 

However, while the facts are correct and believ¬ 
able, the interpretation of the data is another story. A 
key problem is that while the facts are objective, the 
scientists are not. Often, the conclusions drawn from 
an experiment reflect the observer’s personal biases. 

In this study, which has significant social and eco¬ 
nomic consequences, this bias is a class perspective. 
This is evident in the article’s discussion of “why 


eating red meat is dangerous” and “what can we do 
about it.” 

The Washington Post article lists the following 
reasons for “why eating red meat is dangerous”: 1) 
cooking red meat generates cancer-causing com¬ 
pounds; 2) red meat is high in saturated fat; 3) red 
meat is high in iron, which may promote cancer; 4) 
processed meats contain cancer causing chemicals 
called nitrosoamines. All of these statements are true, 
but are not the whole truth. 

The key source of danger associated with the con¬ 
sumption of red meat is the fact that the meat industry 
produces food for profit, not for consumption. As 
with any industry, the motivating factors are to de¬ 
crease costs, increase productivity and make money. 
In cattle farming this means: 

1) adding steroids and other agents to increase the 
amount of meat on each animal and to reduce the 
time to reach the optimum weight. The presence of 
steroids and steroid-like compounds in meat have 
been directly linked to breast cancer; 

2) reducing the space for each animal during ship¬ 
ping and in feedlots and relying on antibiotics to 
prevent the resulting airborne diseases such as Bovine 
Respiratory Disease. The unintended consumption of 
antibiotics by humans has been linked to a variety of 
immunological and inflammatory conditions and the 


rise of antibiotic-resistant diseases; 

3) allowing sick cattle into the food chain, thereby 
increasing the danger of diseases such as Mad Cow 
Disease. 

None of these issues were raised in the Washing¬ 
ton Post article. As for “what can we do about it,” the 
Washington Post recommends eating less red meat. 
Indeed according to the article this will not only help 
you stay healthy but is also good for the environment 
as it will reduce water shortages and pollution, energy 
consumption and greenhouse gas emissions. As with 
all of the other proposed “solutions” to the poison¬ 
ing of our planet by the capitalist drive for profit, the 
burden is on the individual. But while eating less 
red meat is clearly beneficial for each of us, we did 
not feed the animals chemicals or use abusive farm¬ 
ing methods to increase our profits, we did not drag 
sick animals to the slaughterhouse to avoid losing our 
investments and we did not pollute our environment 
in the name of efficient food production. 

It does not have to be this way. Imagine a 
society where cattle farming and food produc¬ 
tion is only for consumption, not for profit, and 
where humanity replaces the brutal exploitation 
of animals. There is no other way to produce 
healthy food. 
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SHATTERED DREAMS OF THE HOMELESS 



From left to right: Cage, Tony and Circi, some of the street 
people who were very close friends with Dale Anderson, a 
Benton Harbor man who everyone loved and who died in 
the streets under mysterious circumstances. 
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By Lenette Evans 

BENTON HARBOR, MI—Here in 
Benton Harbor, Michigan we lost one of 
our fellow homeless men, Dale Ander¬ 
son. He was a good friend to many people. 

Dale lived on the streets but sometimes 
stayed with others who would take him 
in. But.... life on the streets is not easy. 
It’s extremely tough and especially when 
the police chase the homeless people out 
of areas like the Riverfront Bridge where 
many stay as a safe haven or shelter. 

When the homeless are chased 
away, all of their blankets, pillows, 
food and personal belongings are taken. 
They have no place to go and they be¬ 
come vulnerable and a target for abuse. 
Many times Dale would get beaten 
up because he had no place to stay. 

Dale was a kind, thoughtful, caring 
man and a human being like anyone 
else. He came from the Flint, Michigan 
area years ago. But.... life had taken an 
unexpected turn. Many who live on the 
streets carry a heavy burden and after 
awhile they give up on life. Not because 
they want to but because they have no 
hope and they feel that nobody cares. 


Dale lost everything. The hurt was 
so deep he could not see that his future 
had a brighter side. Everyone on the 
street, including myself, deeply loved 
and cared for Dale. He had a heart of 
gold and appreciated the little things 
in life. One afternoon last summer I 
brought the extra leftover food from my 
church picnic to Dale and the homeless 
men on the Riverfront. We had a picnic. 

Dale was more then appreciative 


and every time he 
saw me, thanked 
me. Dale would 
always tell me he 
loved me. I loved 
him, too, just like 
I love all the men, 
women and chil¬ 
dren on the streets 
that have no place 
to stay. I often 
am on the streets 
ministering and 
praying with those 
in need... giv¬ 
ing food, clothes 
or giving one of 
the people a ride. 
The people on the 
streets at one point had better lives but, 
for many reasons - tragedies in the fam¬ 
ily, abandonment, loss of a job and no 
jobs available, and no public transporta¬ 
tion for them to get to a job—they LOST 
HOPE. And our government has made 
things impossible for many like them. 

Around March 14th, Dale was 
gravely ill. Two men put him in their 
green van and dropped him off at In- 


terCare Clinic rather then taking a man 
in serious need of medical attention to 
a hospital. If they had cared enough to 
take Dale to Lakeland Medical Hospi¬ 
tal in St. Joseph he may have been alive 
today. So these two people instead laid 
him on the sidewalk to die in misery and 
quickly left the scene. Dale’s Death is 
under investigation. The police say he 
died of an overdose of heroin. Every¬ 
one who knew Dale knew he drank but 
NEVER did drugs or shot up heroin. 

We are losing our homeless people 
off the streets. Our community and 
its leaders need to show compassion, 
rise up, get involved and make a dif¬ 
ference. Homeless people are some¬ 
one’s sons and daughters. It could 
be yours! What are you willing to 
do to help in the community that is 
desperately in Need of Jesus Christ! 


Lenette Evans, 
Saving Souls 
Ministries 
269-876-1848 
Savingsouls 1 @ya- 
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LEADERS OF THE PEACE MOVEMENT SPEAK OUT 


By Marshall Blesofsky 


We are asking our friends in the peace 
movement to answer a few questions 
about how they feel things are going in 
the effort to stop the expansion of the 
war. 

Pat Alviso is the California Statewide 
Coordinator for Military Families 
Speak out. Her son is in Afghanistan 
and served two tours in Iraq. 

People’s Tribune: Has you group tak¬ 
en a position on Afghanistan? 

Right now MFSO is in the process 
of taking a position. We are educating 
ourselves and our membership. It takes 
time to canvas all the members but we 
want to do this right. We are inviting 
a local Pacifica host, Sonali Kolhotka, 
who is from United Arab Emirates, to 
speak to our group. We want to be care¬ 
ful to make sure our members under¬ 
stand everything we can about the war 
in Afghanistan before the organization 
officially changes their mission state¬ 
ment, but many of us have loved ones in 
Afghanistan right now and are speaking 
out about the war there too. 

PT: What do you think about the war 
and the troop escalation in Afghani¬ 
stan? 

I am trying to educate myself. I 
watched the documentary Rethink Af¬ 
ghanistan at rethinkafghanistan.com.I 
can’t find a single reason why we are 
there. I am upset with people that don’t 
ask the Obama administration the same 


thing we asked Bush: Why are we there? 
What is the mission? And what is the 
exit plan? 

PT: What do you think the movement 
needs to do now? 

We need to get recharged again. 
Congress and the Administration is still 
playing politics with the lives of our sol¬ 
diers, months after the election! We need 
to get the troops out now. Get on with it 
so we can begin the overwhelming task 
of taking care of our troops when they 
get home. Soldiers are dying every day 
and are stuck out there waiting to come 
home for good. After 6 pointless years in 
Iraq, some troops are on their 7th tour! 
We need to keep the Obama administra¬ 
tion’s feet to the fire, and absolutely get 
our Congress members to stop funding 
the war. 

Ryan Endicott is Vice President of the 
L.A. Chapter of Iraq Veterans Against 
the War (IVAW). A former United States 
Marine, he is a gifted poet who served 
in Ramadi, Iraq. 

PT: What do you think about the 
troop escalation in Afghanistan and 
what is your organization’s position 
on the war in Afghanistan? 

IVAW just took a position against it 
(the war in Afghanistan). It is ridiculous 
to send more troops. I wish they would 
wind down instead. The Obama plan 
is more a plan to please the right-wing 
and he is only doing this for political 
reasons. 


PT: What do you 
think about the 
troop escalation in 
Afghanistan? 

I just put out a 
postcard to Obama. 
In it I say bring all 
the troops home 
is change, sending 
more troops to be 
killed is same-o. 


PT: What do you Greeting President Obama at the Long Beach Airport 
think should be March 18. 

done now? photo /marshall blesofsky 

As a country we 
need to honor all 



our treaties. I’ve been around a long 
time. I have witnessed through many 
summers president after president come 
in and promise the world to us. I’ll say 
what we’ve had till now is, in one word, 
liars. Be it Roosevelt, Reagan, it’s in 
their background, its lies, even Clinton. 
It sounds good but the taxpayer is tak¬ 
ing the burden and not the fat cat. Big 
business and the military are running 
our country. 


PT: What do you think the movement 
needs to do now? 

GI benefits are the most important 
thing now. Returning vets need to be 
cared for; taken care of both mentally 
and physically. The peace movement 
must move forward for our troops and 
the Iraqi people. Obama should not 
try to do things acceptable to the right- 
wing. 


Roberto Osornio is a longtime activist in 
San Pedro, Califor¬ 
nia. He was named 
“Peacemaker of 
the Year” by San 
Pedro Neighbors 
for Peace and Jus¬ 
tice in 2006, a local 
peace and justice 
organization. 
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INSIDE THE CYPHER: 

A cypher is where em¬ 
cee’s bust rhymes, b- 
boys do their thing, it’s 
360’s of knowledge, 
wisdom and under¬ 
standing. Hip Hop Con¬ 
gress (HHC) has part¬ 
nered with the People’s 
Tribune to connect Hip 
Hop and other cultur¬ 
al movements to the 
practical struggles en¬ 
gaged all over the U.S. 
For more information 
on how you can get 
involved, please visit 
www.hiphopcongress. 
com. The mission of 
HHC is to provide the 
tools, resources and 
opportunities for the 
Hip Hop generation to 
make an impact in their 
local, regional, national 
or online community. 

— Shamako Noble, 
Page Editor 


The Guidelines - Fundamental Ethics in Hip Hop 


By Danny Doyale aka DJ Defect 

Many Hip Hop heads can agree that 
the majority of “Hip Hop” music in 
stores today isn’t Hip Hop at all but a 
mockery of the art form. But if asked 
“why?”, no one has an explanation that 
everyone agrees upon. People say the 
music doesn’t endorse Hip Hop ethics 
but no one agrees on what those eth¬ 
ics are or why they must so necessar¬ 
ily be endorsed to differentiate between 
the musical product of the culture and 
the industry take off. Without some 
solid foundation, Hip Hop might as 
well be completely subjective with 
no right answer and everyone quarrel¬ 
ing aimlessly over whose taste is right, 
which needless to say is ridiculous. 

Hip Hop all started from the breaks. 
DJ’s manipulated the breaks and B- 
boys got loose to them. The first truly 
unique art form that defined Hip Hop 
as a new entity was breaking. Jojo, one 
of the founders of the original Rock - 
Steady crew said that until everyone 
came together b-boying, everyone was 
killing each other and fully submersed 
in gang activity that encompasses urban 
environments. The resolution to all the 
conflict came about through channel¬ 
ing one’s aggression into the art form 
of breaking and using battles as an al¬ 


ternative to violence. Hence a new cul¬ 
ture was bom. A counter culture and 
backlash to it’s contemporary dilemma. 
People’s energy was devoted to the new 
dance because it had (has) meaning. Al¬ 
though rivals would compete and some¬ 
times even become violent, there was 
enough of a respect factor to keep the 
violence from escalating to a fatal level. 
Throughout the progression of Hip Hop, 
other art forms began to evolve but the 
battle concept applies to any of the ar¬ 
tistic elements in Hip Hop. This culture 
was founded on a sound idea of finding 
peaceful methods to handling disputes. 

Of course the observer can only 
speculate as to how significant the roots 
of culture are in correlation to the here 
and now. Some entirely disregard this 
historical fact with the argument that 
culture is simply what it becomes and 
although the original Hip Hop ethic 
was one thing, in no way does it dic¬ 
tate how Hip Hop is let alone, “ought 
to be”. American culture is a vastly 
different thing in comparison to what 
the forefathers had proposed it would 
be from a moral standpoint. What ever 
it is that we do, we are doing Ameri¬ 
can culture, simply because we are 
American citizens. However, Hip Hop 
is a culture that we elect to join of our 
will and not something we’re bom into. 


A New Era in Hip Hop Cultural Production: 
What the collapse of the music industry 
means for artists 


Thus, I postulate that Hip Hop is a cul¬ 
ture that is more like a religion then a 
country, therefore we should subject 
ourselves to the certain guidelines es¬ 
tablished by it’s founding fathers if we 
are to call ourselves “Hip Hop heads”. 
People who passionately push for Hip 
Hop to be subjective (the “anything is 
Hip Hop” or rhymes and beat = Hip 
Hop) are destmctive to the culture and 
really just ripped off the stmcture of Hip 
Hop’s artistic delivery and aesthetic. 

Commercial Hip Hop is a distortion 
of the original art form. Without the 
original form existing, the commercial 
counterpart could not exist, as it would 
have nothing to bite. The commercial 
counterpart’s existence is contingent 
upon the original and therefore actually 
a lesser entity. The primary objective of 
commercial hip - hop as a business is a 
paycheck as opposed to the expression 
so it is a business before being an art- 
form. There’s NOTHING wrong with 
being able to sell, I only question the 
intent on account of the methodology 
implemented to achieve the goal in the 
case of most artists. Every artist wants to 
communicate their message to as many 
people as possible but a design with no 
content is just a design and is not a tme 
work of art representative of Hip Hop. 



By Hip Hop Congress Press 

The Hip Hop artist base hasn’t 
stopped exponentially growing since the 
inception of Hip Hop culture. Even as the 
corporate industry fragmented and com¬ 
modified Hip Hop’s artistic practices for 
economic gain, our numbers grew. When 
consolidated media misrepresented and 
defamed our name and value, they grew 
still. As we learned to navigate the in¬ 
formation age, we developed ways to 
get around every barrier thrown in our 
paths. As we matured, we started teach¬ 
ing classes, running youth programs, 
and doing element workshops all over 
the globe, laying down the blueprint 
for a whole next generation of Hip Hop 
cultural producers we are now respon¬ 
sible for. In the era of Twitter, Myspace, 
Facebook, Internet radio and digital 
downloads, this burgeoning artists base 
is now not only intrinsically connected 
by its interests and practices, it is intri¬ 
cately networked, and rapidly develop¬ 


ing a powerful collective consciousness. 

As the music industry continues to 
struggle for life, the majority of Hip 
Hop’s artist base (those of us who rely 
on a day job or side hustle to sustain our 
creative endeavors) stand at its death¬ 
bed like battered children, mourning an 
extremely abusive parent. Some of us 
harbor denial, anger, and regret, some 
of us are indifferent, others confused. 
But what we should be clear on now is 
one thing: the strength of one’s network 
and one’s ability to maneuver it deter¬ 
mines the amount of resources at one’s 
disposal, and this simple truth leaves us 
with quite an inheritance if we’re clear. 

As Independent Hip Hop artists, 
we’ve survived in the corporate, industry 
by gaining a wide range of skill sets in a 
number of overlapping sectors including 
technology, communications, education, 
social entrepreneurship, and more. We 
have the ability to develop community- 
owned alternatives to Sound Exchange, 
coalitions of Hip Hop broadcasters, me¬ 


dia producers, and journalists, teaching 
Hip Hop artist unions that advocate for 
fair wages and healthcare. We have the 
capacity to really change the game. But 
for this to work, we gotta cut off life 
support to the old industry model, and 
move on. We have to go from asking, 
“How do I get a break in the industry?” 
to asking “How do we create a situation 
where the most deserving (in terms of 
skill, grind, and contribution) indepen¬ 
dent artists can get the maximum prof¬ 
its for what they do (be it shows, sales, 
panels, workshops, whatever) at any 
given time?” We have to change how 
we shape our organizations, record la¬ 
bels, businesses, and how they relate to 
each other as well as changing how our 
artist selves interact with our day job 
selves inside our own mental paradigms. 

We also have to recognize that the 
industry’s death and our survival as art¬ 
ists is not a passive process, it’s a battle 
front. As legislation on internet broad¬ 
casting, royalty collection, and online 


music sales continues to pass through 
Congress, the corporate industry, like a 
zombie, attempts to infect and control 
the policy shifts through groups like 
the RIAA and Sound Exchange. While 
this is going on, DC-based advocacy 
organizations that originally popped up 
to oppose this corporate agenda have 
developed their own interests to pro¬ 
tect. These get tied into the nonprofit 
industry that has sprung up around the 
media reform foundation base and the 
new Hip Hop foundation base, and the 
mess that results is a matrix that sucks 
in and eats artists and activists, leaving 
confusion or indifference in its wake. 
Sun Tzu said a confused army always 
loses. In the case of Hip Hop our confu¬ 
sion leads to crabs in a barrel, reinven¬ 
tion and/or spinning of our wheels, or 
simple ye’ old community fragmenta¬ 
tion. We can’t afford any of that any¬ 
more. Now is the time to pull the plug, 
kill the noise, and make a movement. 
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INTERVIEW WITH ANITA T. PROM OHIO! 


LEADERS 


By Hip Hop Congress 

Interview with Former Athens Chap- 
terhead and Current HHC Ohio State 
Organizing Director Anita Tobin. View 
the entire interview at this link: www. 
hiphopcongress.com/2008/12/inter- 
view-with-anita-from-ohio/#more-787 

HHC: Why do you think so many 
people are attracted to Hip Hop as 
a way to make social change in the 
classroom, on the street or at the 
capital? Are you involved with any of 
those efforts? 

Individuals are using Hip Hop as a 
way to create social change in the class¬ 
room as a way to speak to the youth. 
Hip Hop is the voice of the youth, Hip 
Hop is bringing the revolution. Not that 
bullshit Hip Pop they sell on MTV but 
the conscious Hip Hop they refuse to 
show on MTV b/c they (the corporate 
powers which own, operate, and con¬ 
trol mass media, especially in the Unit¬ 
ed States) know that the American pub¬ 
lic has the ability to revolt and make a 
new world. They keep the American 


Hip Hop Congress, 

Explicit Ills takes a 
Stand for Economic 
Human Rights 

By HHC Press 

The Poor People’s Economic 
Human Rights Campaign and Hip ^ 
Hop Congress are collaborating to 
promote the award-winning film Ex¬ 
plicit Ills, which features an all-star cast 
including Rosario Dawson, Tariq Trot¬ 
ter (Black Thought of The Roots), and 
more. The story is about poverty, drugs, 
and the healthcare crisis in the United 
States, and is centered on a sick boy 
and the community that rallies behind 
him. But unlike many movies on this 
critical issue, Explicit Ills doesn’t stop 
at simply portraying, or even analyzing 
the complex dilemmas people are faced 
with. Explicit Ills chronicles the real 
beginnings of a movement led by the 
poor for Economic Human Rights, and 
shows how any community can channel 
their energies into making real change. 

Mark Webber, writer and director of 
Explicit Ills, is the son of Cheri Honka- 
la, internationally renowned human 
rights activist, and executive director of 

the Poor 
People’s 
Economic 
Human 
Rights 
Campaign 
(PPERC). 
C h e r i ’ s 
reputation 



public lazy, fat, and poor, so that when 
the time comes and the proletariats of 
America truly get fed up it will take 
more people power than money could 
ever buy. That’s why Hip Hop is essen¬ 
tial in the classroom but it all depends 
on the version being taught — Hip Hop 
or Hip Pop. The best part about Hip 
Hop is that all those Hip Poppers can 
become conscious Hip Hoppa’s with 
more education, that’s why everywhere 
I go I discuss Hip Hop. Many people 
ask me about being Black and Rap/Hip 
Hop music, my initial response is al¬ 
ways the same: Hip Hop is my culture, 
Rap is just one element of it. Hip Hop 
is not just Black and for the most part, 
I would not have many of my friends 
with diverse ethnic 
backgrounds 


Hip Hop Congress. That’s the greatest 
thing about Hip Hop culture — there 
are no color lines or discrimination, as 
it began in poverty and the one thing 
everyone knows about poverty is that it 
does not discriminate either, no matter 
what race everyone is or has been poor. 

HHCP: Nas said Hip Hop is dead. 
What do you say? 

HIP HOP ISN’T DEAD, IT’S MAN¬ 
IFESTING. 

HHCP: How has the economy 
affected your local community and 
your family? How do you feel as a 
student going out into the world? Are 
you optimistic or intimidated? 

The economy, its always been a sort 
of curse word. Locally, Athens, Ohio, 
is in Appalachia, one 
of the poorest 


if it were 
not for 


FEATURED ARTIST: 
Reali Robinson IV has more 


regions 
of the 




then 16 years of music & production ex¬ 
perience under his belt. Music runs in his family, 
from his father Pops Robinson (Chicago Blues 
man) to his world famous Gospel/R&B great uncle 
Sam Cooke. Reali Robinson IV co-founded BEET 
GARDEN along with Meifaith “Mege” Mims in 2006. 
He also founded Hip hop Congress (Hip hop Orga¬ 
nization) in 1993 & coined the phrase and considers 
himself a Mictablist. He’s currently working on a solo proj¬ 
ect entitled, “MicTablist” which Reali describes as “An 
evolution of the Hip Hop artform. Mictablist means em¬ 
ceeing and djing at the same time. Every song on the 
album includes emceeing and djing. This refocuses 
on the classic trades of Hip Hop. This project will 
be followed up with a Compilation called “Classic 
American Hip Hop.” You can learn more, and hear 
more at: www.soulboundrecords.com or 
mictablist.com 


country. There are more people here 
living without running water and ac¬ 
cess to electricity than many other sec¬ 
tions of the United States. I was bom 
into poverty, I am still in poverty and 
until the 1% of the U.S. population who 
hold a great majority of the wealth de¬ 
cides to give all their money to work¬ 
ing poor and the impoverished, I will 
still be poor. My family is definitely 
affected by the economy. For instance, 
my younger brother’s financial aid was 
cut by $2,500 due to the budget cuts in 
higher education, especially in Ohio. 

Overall, I am optimistic. The scari¬ 
est part about graduating from college 
is that no one tells you what to do next. 
The system forces the individual to 
complete a K-12 education at which 
point one can either go to a vocational 
school, work at a fast food restaurant, or 
continue to higher education. We live in 
a programmed system and for the first 
time in my life, even though I am pet¬ 
rified out of mind as to my immediate 
next step in life, I feel free. Free to do 
whatever I want and it feels good! 


for 
get¬ 
ting the 
job done is 
driven by her 
action-oriented tac¬ 
tics which include housing 
and capital building takeovers, building 
“Bushville” homeless encampments all 
the over the country, and organizing tens 
of thousands of poor people in protests 
for the past three Republican National 
Conventions. At the 2008 RNC, Hip 
Hop Congress teamed up with PPEH- 
RC, Rosa Clemente, and many others to 
unify thousands in The March for Our 
Lives through the militarized streets of 
Minneapolis. The march also included 
students from Hip Hop Congress’s 
Evergreen State College Chapter and 
HHC’s Portland head and emcee, Mic 
Crenshaw. Explicit Ills ends with a scene 
reminiscent of that march, where movie 
characters and KWRU and PPEHRC 
members, leaders, and friends march 
through the streets of Philadelphia de- 


mand- 
i n g 
healthcare 
and other Eco¬ 
nomic Human Rights. 

“Working with PPEHRC to get the 
word out about Explicit Ills is a great 
opportunity for us,” said D’Labrie, 
HHC National Outreach Director. “We 
are trying to get out an important mes¬ 
sage: that Hip Hop has always advo¬ 
cated for healthy communities, health 
care, and economic justice for all.” 

“What you have in Explicit Ills, the 
story of the boy, is the fictional depic¬ 
tion of a social catalyst, something 
that creates a surge of energy from the 
people, something we are experiencing 
more and more in our own backyards 
due to the state of the economy,” said 
Julie C, HHC’s Northwest Regional Di¬ 
rector, “But the question then becomes 
who is channeling those energies where 
and why? If we’re not clear on the po¬ 
litical undercurrents, our direction as 


artists and organizers is always 
with the wind. This is why re¬ 
lying on the star power of Hip 
Hop celebrities has never been 
an effective strategy for build¬ 
ing a Hip Hop movement. It’s 
superficial. But cultivating our 
own networks to get around 
the distractions, that’s power. 
That’s Universal Zulu Nation, 
Hip Hop Congress, Silicon Val¬ 
ley Debug in San Jose, Global 
Fam in Portland, the Umojafest 
P.E.A.C.E Center and Hidmo in 
Seattle, J.U.I.C.E in Los Angeles, 
the Hip Hop Chess Federation in the 
Bay Area, Mississippi Artist and Pro¬ 
ducer’s Union in Jacksonville, Women 
in Transition in Kentucky, IMAN in 
Chicago, that’s a movement. Now, how 
do we all move as one to create some 
real changes?” Suntonio Bandanaz, 
Northwest Outreach Director for HHC 
added, “The more awareness people 
have that Hip Hop is actually already 
a part of this movement, the closer we 
get to realizing our strength. Hip Hop 
is not just a bunch of words and rap¬ 
ping [be it on tracks, in the classrooms, 
on panels, online, or in the maga¬ 
zines], it’s action and community.” 

As Hip Hop Congress continues to 
build towards its 2009 National Con¬ 
ference in Seattle, Washington July 
29th-August 2nd, the organization 
plans to utilize Explicit Ills in educa¬ 
tion and outreach, and their partner¬ 
ship with Poor People’s Economic 
Human Rights Campaign as a part of 
their ongoing mission to provide the 
Hip Hop Generation and the Post Hip 
Hop Generation with the tools, re¬ 
sources and opportunities to make so¬ 
cial, economic, and political change 
on a local, regional, and national level. 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 



Rev. Edward Pinkney 


PHOTOS ON THIS PAGE BY LENETTE EVANS 

Religious Groups, Law Professors, Free 
Speech Advocates Join ACLU-MI in 
Support of Preacher Sentenced to Prison 
for Criticizing Judge . National and state 
organizations file three friend-of-the- 
court briefs . 

The following is excerpted from a press release at http:// 
aclumich. org/issues/free-speech/2009-03/1349 

DETROIT - On March 18, a diverse group of reli¬ 
gious organizations, law professors and free speech 
advocates submitted three friend-of-the-court briefs 
condemning the imprisonment of a Benton Harbor 
minister sentenced to 3-10 years for writing an article 
criticizing a judge. Rev. Edward Pinkney, represented 
by the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan, 
paraphrased the Bible in his article and predicted what 
God might do to the judge who presided over his case. 

“We are thrilled with the overwhelming support 
from the religious community, constitutional scholars 
and free speech organizations,” said Michael J. Stein¬ 
berg, ACLU of Michigan Legal Director. “The groups 
persuasively argue for the fundamental American prin¬ 
ciple that a preacher cannot be thrown in prison for 
his religious speech even if some find it offensive.” 

The three briefs were filed in the Michigan Court 
of Appeals by more than a dozen national and lo¬ 
cal faith-based organizations; a group of Michigan 
law professors who teach and research in the area 
of First Amendment protections, civil rights, crimi¬ 
nal law, and constitutional law; and the Thomas Jef¬ 
ferson Center for the Protection of Free Expression. 

• The religious freedom brief represents the 
views of a wide array of religious and faith-based 
groups including: the National Association of Evan¬ 
gelicals, the American Jewish Congress, the Chris¬ 
tian Legal Society, the Baptist Joint Committee for 


Religious Liberty, the Becket Fund for Religious 
Liberty, the Liberty Legal Institute, the General As¬ 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, the National 
Baptist Convention, the African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church, the Gamaliel Foundation, the Ameri¬ 
can Baptist Home Mission Society, the Samuel De- 
Witt Proctor Conference, and Rev. Harry T. Cook. 

According to the brief, Rev. Pinkney’s article is “a 
textbook example of one important rhetorical and theo¬ 
logical tradition within both Christianity and Judaism... 
Quoting scripture is core religious speech; the Framers 
of the First Amendment could not have imagined that 
it would ever be a criminal offense to quote scripture.” 

• The professors’ brief represents the views of 18 
law professors. The brief explains that under well- 
established constitutional law, Rev. Pinkney’s news¬ 
paper editorial could not be the basis for punishment 
in a court of law. “In this country, under this Constitu¬ 
tion, and on this Court’s watch,” they explained, “he 
must not be imprisoned for speaking his conscience.” 

• The Thomas Jefferson Center for the Protection of 
Free Expression argued in its brief that Rev. Pinkney’s 
editorial was not a “true threat” under well-established 
First Amendment law. “In finding that Rev. Pinkney’s 
newspaper editorial violated his conditions of proba¬ 
tion, the lower court punished speech at the core of First 
Amendmentprotection:publiccriticismofthejudiciary.” 

Rev. Pinkney is an associate pastor at the 
Hopewell Baptist Church and is the founder of the 
Black Autonomy Network Community Organiza¬ 
tion (BANCO). He has long been an outspoken com¬ 
munity activist and advocate, frequently denounc¬ 
ing injustice and racial inequality in Benton Harbor. 

In 2007, Rev. Pinkney was sentenced to proba¬ 
tion for violating Michigan election law. However, 
he was resentenced to 3-10 years in prison solely 
because of an article he wrote for a small Chicago 
newspaper. Quoting a passage from the Bible, Rev. 
Pinkney predicted that God would punish the judge 
unless he “hearken[ed] unto the voice of the Lord 
thy God to observe [and] to do all that is right.” 
Rev. Pinkney also expressed his opinion in the ar¬ 
ticle that the judge was racist, dumb, and corrupt. 

In representing Rev. Pinkney on appeal, the ACLU 
of Michigan argued that the statements made in his 
newspaper editorial, while offensive to many, are 
clearly protected speech under the First Amendment. 

COMMUNITY SPEAKS OUT 

“The First Amendment was designed to protect 
ministers speaking religious truth to political power. 
From the colonial preachers who decried British 


tyranny, to the abolitionist ministers of Massachusetts 
to Martin Luther King Jr., our country has a proud 
history of allowing ministers to hold government 
officials to account. A court can’t punish someone for 
saying that the judge broke God’s law.” — Eric Rass- 
bach, Becket Fund National Director of Litigation 


“Religious groups, law professors, free speech 
advocates, over 1000 pastors from around the coun¬ 
try, have stood up and condemned Berrien County, 
as has the Catholic Church all the way to Rome Italy. 
It is obvious the ministers in Benton Harbor, includ¬ 
ing Berrien County, do not know the word of GOD. 
Shame on you who call who call yourself a Pastor.” 

— Rev D. Smith 


“Reform is not some¬ 
thing you wish for. It is 
something you work for. 
It’s writing to editors, 
showing up at rallies 
and hearings, recruiting 
others to write and show 
up, registering the poor to 
vote. Your enemies have 
no trouble at doing this 
simple work, which is 
why they carry the jailers 
keys.” 

— Dorothy Pinkney 


“It’s a dirty shame that Benton Harbor’s dumb 
commissioners are allowing U.S. Rep. Fred Upton, 
Whirlpool, Harbor Shores and Cornerstone allegiance 
to steal land from our children. Federal regulators 
approved a controversial land swap and golf develop¬ 
ment without full knowledge of the contamination on 
land involved. We demand Whirlpool stop privatiza¬ 
tion of Benton Harbor and Jean Klock Park. We are 
asking the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to revoke 
the project permits because of the contamination 
cover-up by Whirlpool.” — Sandra Little 


“This week, in Berrien County, a man stood on 
the Napier bridge and held a gun to his mouth. The 
husband of a couple who were loved by the church, 
“First Assembly Of God,” and its community killed 
his wife and then set their home, car, everything on 
fire. There were over 30 suicide atempts here within 
one week and some were successful. All because 
people are out of jobs, corporations, 
corruption. People are feeling without 
hope. We are all living in a world where 
we need Jesus Christ. But our commu¬ 
nities need change and people need to 
stand up for justice.” — Lenette Evans 
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THIS IS YOUR PAPER! 

The People’s Tribune tells the truth 
about the root cause of the problems 
people face — an economic system 
that cares only about corporate prof¬ 
it. The PT is a voice of the move¬ 
ment to end poverty and oppression. 
It offers a vision of the society we 
could have if people ran the corpora¬ 
tions in their interests.Send dona¬ 
tions. Order papers @ 25 cents ea. Send 
stories. Email info@peoplestribune.org, 
write PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654 
or call 800-691-6888 





























